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Overview
Matthew Fisher, Mariel Goddu, and Frank Keil (2015) have argued, on the basis 
of experimental evidence, that ‘searching the Internet leads people to conflate 
information that can be found online with knowledge “in the head”’ (2015, 
675), specifically, by inclining us to conflate mere access to information for 
personal knowledge (2015, 674).

- This has important ramifications if true: it means that searching the 
internet will lead us to claim much more knowledge than we really have. 

- Though (as we’ll suggest) the matter of �Z�K�H�W�K�H�U��they’ve shown what they 
think they have depends on certain assumptions in both epistemology, 
the philosophy of mind and cognitive science. 
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Fisher et al’s hypothesis
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�V�H�O�I���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���D�Q���X�Q�U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R�S�L�F�����0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H�����D���W�K�L�U�G���V�K�R�Z�V��
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�J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H���P�L�V�D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�I���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��
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�L�W�V�H�O�I�����7�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���V�H�O�I���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�L�]�H�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���O�H�V�V��
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