Must
	Title of assessment (as in SIMS)
	Magazine Article

	Deadline
	See Assessment Deadlines in the SHARE year 3 Blackboard Organisation

	Weighting of assessment in module
	50% of 20 credit module

	Word limit
	1500 words

	What Module Learning Outcomes are being assessed?

Learning Outcomes assessed in this exercise are in bold (LO1, LO4, LO5)
	LO1: Demonstrate a systematic knowledge of the Roman army and its significance in Roman history and society from c. 202 BC to AD 200. 
LO2: Critically analyse and reflect on key themes and issues relating to the Roman army from c. 202 BC to AD 200. 
LO3: Identify and critically evaluate different modern interpretations and arguments relating to the Roman army. 
LO4: Select, assess and deploy appropriate evidence to illustrate and construct arguments relating to the Roman army.
LO5: Communicate effectively to modern audiences a theme relating to the Roman army.

	What use of Gen AI can be made in the assessment?
	You must follow the SHARE School expectations on use of Gen AI in assessments.
Gen AI may be helpful in developing an appropriate writing style for this exercise but ensure that it is your style!

	Assessment instructions and information
	Choose a topic relating to the module. It can be anything: a theme, a campaign or engagement, a piece of evidence, a modern interpretation of the Roman army; a review of a movie, novel or documentary: something that’s caught your interest and imagination. Write an article about it for Ancient Warfare Magazine. You will need to research your article and write it in the style of the publication you’re writing for. Write for a reasonably intelligent audience: you should include critical use of evidence, discussion of modern views, and illustrations. You may also want to interview experts on the subject.
You can look at a copy of a previous edition of Ancient Warfare Magazine [here] for reference and inspiration! Please let me know if you need to download a copy for ease of reading.
You must get your article topic approved by the module tutor.

	Assessment criteria 
	Link to SHARE assessment criteria

	Referencing and formatting of referencing
	You do not need to include footnotes.
Look at articles in the sample magazine and think about the way they refer to both ancient sources and modern scholarship. Follow this style. Do not include footnotes as you would in an essay as you’re not writing an essay. There are very rarely footnotes in Ancient Warfare magazine; modern scholarship is very occasionally referred to in the text, usually only when a specific interpretation is the focus of the article.
Please include a section for Further Reading with your article. This isn’t a bibliography of works you’ve referred to, but suggestions for your readers to explore the subject in more detail themselves. Think about how easily your readers might access the materials you recommend.

	Link to coursework cover sheet
	Link to SHARE School Assessment & Feedback Organisation that includes the standard coursework cover sheet.

	Feedback
	· Individual feedback within 20 working days; this will be released via Blackboard.
· Cohort-level summary with advice to implement for the second piece of assessment

	FAQs
	Please use the module Discussion Board in Blackboard for any questions about the assessment.

	Contact
	Professor Kate Gilliver, username@cardiff.ac.uk 



Good practice
	Formatting
	Ancient Warfare magazine uses a sans serif font – use Arial, Aptos or something similar. Ensure your font size is large enough to be read comfortably. 
Look at the sample magazine and think about the best way to format your article: think about the position and size of images, titles and the formatting of columns of text.

	Resources
	Other than the sample magazine there are no specific resources; it’ll be up to you to undertake appropriate research on the topic you’ve chosen to discuss. Start with the module bibliography; the module tutor will make further recommendations as appropriate when you confirm the topic of your article.
You will also need to research appropriate illustrations (and acknowledge them in the article).

	Detailed or step by step instructions 

Or 

Exempla
	Get inspired 
· Review sample articles from Ancient Warfare to see what works
· Look for interesting angles, new evidence, anniversaries, etc.
· Discuss ideas with fellow students

Choose your focus
· Pick an aspect of the module that fascinates you 
· Consider social/cultural elements, specific evidence, individuals and events
· Ensure it fits the module scope and would interest readers
· Post your topic on the discussion board for feedback

Get researching
· Go beyond the module materials and bibliography; draw on relevant academic works
· Evaluate modern scholarship on the topic and the broader context
· Develop your argument and justify it with evidence

Adopt an engaging style
· You’re writing for an informed general audience 
· Be interesting but not too informal
· Explain less familiar technical terms initially, but remember that your readership is informed: you don’t need to explain what a legion or a centurion is, for example.
· Use a clear structure to guide your readers

Enhance with illustrations 
· Include relevant images, plans, illustrations of artefacts
· Ensure copyright permissions (you can use anything with a Creative Commons licence)
· Provide captions with context and acknowledgements

Suggest further reading
· Point readers to a few additional sources on the topic so they can learn more
· Do not include an academic-style bibliography of the works you’ve used
· Think about the accessibility of the works you recommend (your readers probably won’t have access to JSTOR!)

Most importantly, choose a subject you're passionate about and enjoy the process of creating an article that brings the Roman army to life for your readers. 




Optional extras
	Programme context
	You will fulfil a number of the Programme Learning Outcomes by undertaking this assessment, though which specific ones will depend on your choice of topic and how you address it (eg: whether you have a major emphasis on historiography, material culture etc.) However everyone will fulfil the Learning Outcomes relating to communicating with different audiences and using a range of employability and enterprise skills. This task will require the same amount and depth of research as something like an essay, but you have considerable choice over topic and approach so will have to show independence and initiative.


	Employment context
	Being able to write for different audiences is an important employment skill.
Writing to a ‘house style’ is something we’re often asked to do for work.
Public engagement is an important part of being an historian (think of how popular the ancient world is in the modern) and being able to make difficult or complex issues accessible to a broad audience is a very valuable skill.


	Formative support
	There will be opportunities in the weekly workshops to critique popular articles on the Roman army and Roman warfare.
In addition there will be two optional writing workshops where you can come and work on your articles and the module tutor will be available to answer questions and read and comment on drafts.


	Resit options
	The resit assessment will follow the same format.


	Marking / Moderating team
	The coursework will be marked by the module tutor and work will be moderated in accordance with the 2023 Marking and Moderation policy.




