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Ψ[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ŜǉǳƛǇ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǉǳŀƭƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ƛǘ 

ōǊƻŀŘŜƴǎ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ŘŜŜǇŜƴǎ 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǝŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΩΦ 
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Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) in Wales: the current situation 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ D/{9 aC[ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ²ŀƭŜǎ нллн-нлмт 
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-Staffing: сп҈ ƻŦ aC[ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǝƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ  

-Contact hours: ƻƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ aC[Φ  

-Reduced option blocks at GCSE: ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƛƴ ²ŀƭŜǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ мл҈ ƻŦ ¸ŜŀǊ мл ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ aC[ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

-Financial constraints: ƭƻǿ ǘŀƪŜ-ǳǇ ŀǘ D/{9 ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ-мс ƳŜŀƴǎ aC[ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 

-Attitude: ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ aC[ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ 

ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΦ                                                                                                                                                             

        {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ Language Trends Wales 2016/17 British Council Wales 

However... 

!ǧŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ aC[ 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǘ D/{9 ŀƴŘ 

! [ŜǾŜƭ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

74% (French), 82% 

(German) and 70% 

(Spanish) of Welsh 

pupils achieved         

A*-C grades at GCSE 

in 2017 compared to 

60% in Mathematics 

and 66% in English 
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Which graduates earn the mostΚ  

aŜŘƛŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ όϻύ ōȅ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ 

ŬǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƊŜǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƴƎΦ 

Source: LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ CƛǎŎŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ κ ../ 

Challenges for MFL departments 



How can you support your MFL department? 

1. Does your school consider languages a key subject? Is the senior 

management team communicating this effectively to pupils, staff and 

parents? 

2. Do you know the trend for the numbers of pupils taking MFL subjects 

over the last four years at GCSE, AS and A2 in your school? 

3. What has your school done to reverse a decline in MFL take-up, if there is 

one? What has been the impact? 

4. Has the senior leadership team undertaken a review of MFL take-up? 

What were the outcomes? 

5. Are you aware of the current staffing for MFL? Is support being given for 

subject-specific continuous professional development training and does 

this form part of the Performance Management review dialogue? 

6. Is MFL included in the School Improvement Plan? 

Some key questions to consider: 

ESTYN in 2016 recommended that headteachers and senior leaders 

should 

¶ ΨLƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ǳǇǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀǘ 

ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ǝƳŜǘŀōƭƛƴƎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΩΦ 

¶ ΨaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƭƻōŀƭ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳŀƭ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΩΦ 

Have you discussed these with MFL teachers and as a 

governing body? 
 

%ÓÔÙÎȡ -ÏÄÅÒÎ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅÓ ɉ*ÕÌÙ ςπρφɊ ÐȢ χ 



Possible ways of helping your MFL department: 

§ Restructuring the curriculum to encourage pupils to choose a foreign  

 language. 

§ Ensuring the appropriate numbers of hours for language teaching at KS3 and KS4. 

§ Promoting the importance of foreign languages e.g. language summer schools/days that 

stimulate, enrich and broaden horizons. 

§ Developing relationships and transition with primary schools to encourage MFL. 

§ Liaising with local universities, language institutes, regional consortia, local authorities 

and businesses. 

§ Making use of student and pupil language ambassadors through Routes into Languages 

Cymru and past pupils to promote and support language learning. 

§ Developing promotional information for parents at option evenings, information and   

careers advice. 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƴƻǘ 

ƻƴƭȅ ōƻƻǎǘǎ Ƨƻō ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9¦Σ 

ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΩ  

Vicky Gough, School Adviser at the British Council 

Dƭƻōŀƭ CǳǘǳǊŜǎ, Welsh 

Government  

9ǎǘȅƴ aƻŘŜǊƴ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ 

[ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ, July 2016  

[ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ ²ŀƭŜǎ 

нлмсκмт, British Council Wales 
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